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The London Philharmonic Orchestra’s mission is to share wonder with the modern world through the power of orchestral music, which it accomplishes through live performances, online, and an extensive education and community programme. Balancing a long and distinguished history with its reputation as one of the UK’s most forward-looking ensembles, the LPO is internationally recognised as a leading world-class orchestra demonstrating excellence, versatility, invention and inclusivity in all that it does.
Resident at the Southbank Centre’s Royal Festival Hall, the Orchestra also has residencies in Brighton, Eastbourne, Saffron Hall in Essex, and Glyndebourne Festival Opera, where is has been Resident Symphony Orchestra since 1964. The Orchestra also tours internationally, performing to sell-out audiences worldwide.
Founded by Sir Thomas Beecham in 1932, the Orchestra has since been headed by many great conductors including Sir Adrian Boult, Bernard Haitink, Sir Georg Solti, Klaus Tennstedt and Kurt Masur. In 2021 Edward Gardner became the Orchestra’s Principal Conductor, succeeding Vladimir Jurowski, who became Conductor Emeritus. Karina Canellakis is the Orchestra’s current Principal Guest Conductor and Tania León its Composer-in-Residence.
The Orchestra’s trailblazing digital content reaches millions worldwide: in 2023 the LPO was the most successful orchestra worldwide on YouTube, TikTok and Instagram. It also broadcasts on television and radio, features on countless film soundtracks, and has released over 120 albums on its own record label. 
In spring 2024 the Orchestra was the focus of a TV documentary series on Sky Arts: ‘Backstage with the London Philharmonic Orchestra’. During 2024/25 the Orchestra continues to offer digital streams of selected live concerts through its partnership with Marquee TV. 

The London Philharmonic Orchestra is committed to inspiring the next generation of musicians: its dynamic and wide-ranging Education and Community programme provides first musical experiences for children and families; offers creative projects and professional development opportunities for schools and teachers; inspires talented teenage instrumentalists to progress their skills; and develops the next generation of professional musicians. Notable are its respected schemes developing the talent pipeline, with recent additions specifically for young instrumentalists and conductors from communities under-represented in UK orchestras, and programmes for adults and young people with disabilities or special educational needs.
In 2024/25 Principal Conductor Edward Gardner leads the Orchestra in an exciting season featuring much-loved favourites and brand new works. The Orchestra also welcomes back Principal Guest Conductor Karina Canellakis and Conductor Emeritus Vladimir Jurowski, as well as guest conductors including Mark Elder, Lidiya Yankovskaya, Robin Ticciati and Kevin John Edusei. Throughout the season the Orchestra explores the relationship between music and memory in its ‘Moments Remembered’ series. The season also sees major tours to the US, Japan, China and Europe, as well as a busy calendar of performances and community events in the Orchestra’s Brighton, Eastbourne and Saffron Walden residencies.
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