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London Philharmonic Orchestra

Uniquely groundbreaking and exhilarating to watch
and hear, the London Philharmonic Orchestra has been
celebrated as one of the world’s great orchestras since
Sir Thomas Beecham founded it in 1932. Our mission

is to create unrivalled orchestral experiences on stage
and cultivate human connections beyond it, which we
accomplish through live performances, online, and an
extensive education and community programme,
cementing our position as a leading orchestra for the
21st century.

Our home is at the Southbank Centre’s Royal Festival
Hall, where we're at the beating heart of London’s
cultural life. You'll also find us at our resident venues in
Brighton, Eastbourne and Saffron Walden, and on tour
worldwide. In 2024 we celebrated 60 years as Resident
Symphony Orchestra at Glyndebourne Festival Opera,
combining the magic of opera with Glyndebourne’s
glorious setting in the Sussex countryside.

Soundtrack to key moments

Everyone will have heard the Grammy-nominated
London Philharmonic Orchestra, whether it's playing the
world’s National Anthems for every medal ceremony of
the London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics, our iconic
recording with Pavarotti that made Nessun Dorma a
global football anthem, or closing the flotilla at The
Queen’'s Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant. And you'll
almost certainly have heard us on the soundtracks for
major films including The Lord of the Rings.

Sharing the wonder worldwide

We're one of the world’s most-streamed orchestras, with
over 15 million plays of our content each month. We're
the most followed UK orchestra on Instagram, the most
followed orchestra globally on TikTok, and overall the
third most followed globally across all social platforms.
In 2024 we featured in a TV documentary series on

Sky Arts: ‘Backstage with the London Philharmonic
Orchestra’, which was nominated for a 2025 BAFTA.
During 2025/26 we're once again working with Marquee
TV to broadcast selected live concerts to enjoy at home.

Our conductors

Our Principal Conductors have included some of the
greatest historic names like Sir Adrian Boult, Bernard
Haitink, Klaus Tennstedt and Kurt Masur. In 2021
Edward Gardner became our 13th Principal Conductor,
and Vladimir Jurowski became Conductor Emeritus.
Karina Canellakis is our current Principal Guest
Conductor, and Sir George Benjamin our Composer-in-
Residence.

Next generations

We're committed to nurturing the next generation of
musicians and music-lovers: we love seeing the joy of
children and families experiencing their first musical
moments, and we're passionate about inspiring schools
and teachers through dedicated concerts, workshops,
resources and training. Reflecting our values of
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Pieter Schoeman
Leader

collaboration and inclusivity, our OrchLab and Open
Sound Ensemble projects offer music-making
opportunities for adults and young people with
disabilities and special educational needs.

Today’s young instrumentalists are the orchestra
members of the future, and we have a number of
opportunities to support their progression. Our LPO
Junior Artists programme leads the way in creating
pathways into the profession for young artists from
under-represented communities, and our LPO Young
Composers and Foyle Future Firsts schemes support
the next generation of professional musicians, bridging
the transition from education to professional careers.
We also recently launched the LPO Conducting
Fellowship, supporting the development of outstanding
early-career conductors from backgrounds under-
represented in the profession.

2025/26 season

This season’s theme, Harmony with Nature, explores
humanity’s bond with the natural world through works
by Beethoven, Sibelius, Mendelssohn, Elgar and Dvorak;
masterpieces of an era that saw nature as a mirror of
human emotion. Closer to our own time, we'll hear from
composers as diverse as Duke Ellington, John Luther
Adams and Anna Thorvaldsdottir, who have all found

a source of creative energy in the processes of nature.

Highlights with Principal Conductor Edward Gardner
include symphonies by Tchaikovsky, Mahler, Brahms
and Rachmaninov; a pair of concerts spotlighting
20th-century Central European composers; an evening
dedicated to Elgar; and a performance of Berg's
Wozzeck to end the season. We also welcome back
Karina Canellakis and Vladimir Jurowski, as well as
guest conductors including Robin Ticciati, Kirill Karabits,
Mark Elder and Kahchun Wong. Our lineup of soloists
this season includes violinists Anne-Sophie Mutter, Alina
Ibragimova, James Ehnes and Himari; cellist Nicolas
Altstaedt; and pianists Yefim Bronfman, Alexandre
Kantorow and Tomoko Mukaiyama. The season features
nine world and UK premieres, including Tan Dun’s choral
‘Ode to Peace’ Nine, and A Tale of God's Will (A Requiem
for Katrina) by jazz icon Terence Blanchard.

This season also sees tours to South Korea and across
Europe, as well as another season bursting with
performances and community events in our Brighton,
Eastbourne and Saffron Walden residencies.
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Pieter Schoeman was
appointed Leader of the
London Philharmonic
Orchestrain 2008, having
previously been
Co-Leader since 2002.
He is also a Professor of
Violin at Trinity Laban
Conservatoire of Music

& Dance.

Pieter has performed
worldwide as a soloist and
recitalist in such famous
halls as the Amsterdam
Concertgebouw, Moscow’s Rachmaninoff Hall, Capella
Hall in St Petersburg, Staatsbibliothek in Berlin,
Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles, and the Southbank
Centre's Royal Festival Hall. He has also appeared as
Guest Leader with many prestigious orchestras across
the world. As a chamber musician, he regularly appears
at London’s prestigious Wigmore Hall. His chamber
music partners have included Anne-Sophie Mutter,
Veronika Eberle, Patricia Kopatchinskaja, Boris Garlitsky,
Jean-Guihen Queyras, Yannick Nézet-Séguin, Martin
Helmchen and Julia Fischer.

Pieter has performed numerous times as a soloist with
the LPO. Highlights have included an appearance as
both conductor and soloist in Vivaldi's Four Seasons,
the Brahms Double Concerto with Kristina Blaumane,
Florence Price’s Violin Concerto No. 2, and the Britten
Double Concerto with Alexander Zemtsov, which was
released on the LPO Label to great critical acclaim.

Pieter’s chair in the LPO is generously supported by
Neil Westreich.

New video series: ‘Humans of the Orchestra’
Click or scan the QR code to watch our interview with Pieter



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrziN_T8t4Q&t=1s
https://lpo.org.uk/people/pieter-schoeman/
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Karina Canellakis

Principal Guest Conductor, London Philharmonic Orchestra

Internationally acclaimed for her symphonic and
operatic performances characterised by interpretive
depth, refinement and emotional impact, Karina
Canellakis is welcomed by the finest musical institutions
across the globe. She has been Principal Guest
Conductor of the London Philharmonic Orchestra since
2021, and is also Chief Conductor of the Netherlands
Radio Philharmonic Orchestra.

October 2025 saw Karina's first full album release on
the LPO's own label: a pairing of Tchaikovsky'’s Fifth and
Sixth Symphonies, recorded live in concert at the Royal
Festival Hall (LPO-0137: see page 8).

As Chief Conductor of the Netherlands Radio
Philharmonic, this season Karina programmes and leads
a range of newly commissioned works alongside great
masterworks at Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw and the
TivoliVredenburg in Utrecht. Other 2025/26 highlights
include her debut with the Vienna Philharmonic at the
Mozartwoche Salzburg; and her debut at the Hamburg
State Opera with Bartdk’s Duke Bluebeard’s Castle and
Zemlinsky’s A Florentine Tragedy. She returns this
season to the Swedish Radio Symphony, Vienna
Symphony, Chicago Symphony and San Francisco
Symphony orchestras, and will also make her debut with
the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande in Geneva.

Karina conducts at least one opera-in-concert each
season with the Netherlands Radio Philharmonic
Orchestra at the Concertgebouw, and in March 2026
leads Britten’s Peter Grimes, featuring Allan Clayton
in the title role.

2023 saw the start of a multi-album collaboration
between Karina, the Netherlands Radio Philharmonic
and Pentatone, with their debut release, Bartdk’s
Concerto for Orchestra and Four Orchestral Pieces,
earning a Grammy nomination. Her second album for
Pentatone, Bartok's Duke Bluebeard’s Castle, was
released in 2025 to glowing international reviews.

Karina has developed close relationships with several of
the world’s leading orchestras, regularly returning to the
Bavarian Radio Symphony, Orchestre de Paris, Vienna
Symphony and Munich Philharmonic, and top American
orchestras such as the New York Philharmonic, Los
Angeles Philharmonic, Boston, Chicago, and San
Francisco symphonies, and the Cleveland and
Philadelphia Orchestras. She was Principal Guest
Conductor of the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra
from 2019-23, and in 2023/24 was Artist-in-Residence
at Vienna’s Musikverein.

Already known to many in the classical music world

as a virtuoso violinist, Karina grew up in New York City.
She was encouraged to become a conductor by

Sir Simon Rattle while playing in the Berlin Philharmonic
as a member of the Karajan-Akademie. She spent
several years performing as a soloist, guest leader and
chamber musician, until conducting eventually took over
after she won the Sir Georg Solti Award in 2016.

Karina Canellakis’s position with the LPO is generously
supported by Richard Buxton.


https://lpo.org.uk/recording/karina-canellakis-conducts-tchaikovsky/
https://lpo.org.uk/people/karina-canellakis/
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Programme notes

Serge Rachmaninov
1873-1943

Symphony No. 2 in E minor, Op. 27
1907-08

1. Largo — Allegro moderato

2. Scherzo: Allegro molto
3. Adagio
4. Finale: Allegro vivace

Thanks largely to the concertos, Rachmaninov is usually
thought of primarily as a composer for the piano, but
before he left Russia for the last time in 1917, he was
more widely recognised as a composer of vocal,
chamber and orchestral music, and a gifted conductor
active both in the concert hall and the opera house.

The Third Piano Concerto came well into a period of
heartening success that had served to wipe away the
creatively crippling depression caused by the disastrous
premiere of the First Symphony ten years earlier: 1901
had seen him return to form with the Second Piano
Concerto; in 1902 he had married, his wife giving birth
to a daughter the following year; and 1904 had brought
a conducting post at the Bolshoi Opera in Moscow,
where, early in 1906, he presided over well-received
premieres of his operas Francesca da Rimini and

The Miserly Knight.

By this time, however, Rachmaninov was beginning to
feel the strain of celebrity, and made the decision to
give himself more breathing space by removing himself
and his family to Dresden. It was there that he
composed his Second Symphony, in such secrecy that
even his closest friends were unaware of the fact until
they read about itin the press. I have completed a
symphony, it’s truel’, he wrote to one of them in February
1907. ‘It's only ready in draft. | finished it a month ago
and immediately put it aside. It was a severe worry

to me and | am not going to think about it any more.

The score was eventually completed early the following
year and the premiere took place in St Petersburg on

8 February 1908, with Rachmaninov himself conducting.

The Second Symphony is both one of Rachmaninov’s
most popular orchestral compositions and one of his
finest, a work of relaxed expansiveness and easy
melodic flow, yet also one of great expressive power
and sweep. Rachmaninov’s talent for memorable
melody is as present as ever here, but it never descends
into facility; like Tchaikovsky (whose influence is
unmistakable), he was able to move the listener with

a big tune, but also to mould his melodies into great
architectural spans with a subtlety that makes them
appear totally natural. This Symphony is in fact shot
through with motivic connections and links, but so
organic do they seem that the listener could be forgiven
for hardly noticing.

Three important thematic cells are set out in the
Symphony’s opening eight bars. The first, a weighty,
undulating figure heard in the cellos and basses, is
closely followed by a lightly syncopated stab from the
woodwind and horns, and then by a downward-winding
line in the violins. All are significant to the work as

a whole, but for the moment they serve to initiate

a sombre slow introduction which is lengthy enough

to include a powerful climax before subsiding on to

a cor anglais solo. The main Allegro section of the
movement features two themes, the first a dreamy
transformation of the opening cello-and-bass figure,
and the second (heralded by a brief clarinet solo) a
romantic dialogue between wind and strings with links
to the syncopated second motif. Reminders of all three
motifs then continue to appear as the music drives
forward through a Tchaikovskian climax in the central
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Programme notes

development section (built largely on the first motif),
warm restatements of the principal themes, and on to
an impassioned finish.

The second movement starts out as a breezily confident
Scherzo. Simpler in design than its companions, it is in
three sections, the third of which is essentially a reprise
of the first. The outer sections oppose a striding main
theme and a lovingly lyrical second for strings, while the
central one introduces a contrasting texture of closely
worked, chattering counterpoint. Towards the end of
the reprise, the brass interrupt with an apparition of the
first movement’s second motif, and the Scherzo ends in
unexpectedly ominous mood.

The Adagio that forms the third movement is one of
Rachmaninov’s most generous melodic creations,

a worthy cousin to the slow movement of the Second
Piano Concerto, to which it bears similarities. Strangely,
its two main themes are presented almost on top of
each other, the initial arpeggio-based string melody

being immediately followed by a long and languid solo
clarinet tune, but both are given ample space to breathe
in the course of the ravishing movement that follows,

as Rachmaninov handles their leisurely juxtaposition
with great skill and expressive control, decorating them
here and there with glistening remembrances of the
by-now familiar motifs.

The Finale announces its intentions in joyously whirling,
carnivalesque music whose textural complexities carry
numerous thematic references to what has gone before.
Rachmaninov does not intend to let the movement run
away with him, however, and before long introduces

a noble violin theme to calm things down. Itis an
uplifting new presence, and proves even more heart-
swellingly so when - following a nostalgic reminiscence
of the slow movement and a mountingly exciting section
built on descending scales — it makes its majestic return
as the Symphony’s crowning glory.

Programme note © Lindsay Kemp

Karina Canellakis on the LPO Label
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LONDON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

Karina Canellakis conductor
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Listen instantly or
order CD now

‘The decision to appoint Canellakis was a stroke of genius on the
LPO’s part - her rapport with the Orchestra grows stronger with
every collaboration - and she never fails to bring out the best in
her players.
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Marquee TV - Streaming Platform

Marquee TV is the official streaming partner of the
London Philharmonic Orchestra.

With a carefully curated selection of performances
from the world's leading arts organisations, Marquee TV
is your key to seeing more of what you love. Subscribe
today and enjoy unlimited access to an extensive

range of music, opera, jazz, theatre, dance and more.
‘Rachmaninov’s Second Symphony’ will be available

to stream from 3 April 2026, alongside many more
concerts from your favourite orchestras. For 50% off

an annual subscription, scan the QR code or visit
discover.marquee.tv/50Ipo

Available online, on iOS and Android apps, Amazon
Prime, Amazon Fire, Apple TV, Android TV, Comcast X1,
Cox, Roku, and Samsung TV. Follow @MarqueeartsTV
on Instagram, Facebook and X to stay up to date on the
latest launches. Scan QR code. Use code Ipo500ff for 50% off.
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MARQUEE TV

www.marguee.tv
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Thank you

As a registered charity, we are extremely grateful to all our supporters who have given generously to the LPO
over the past year to help maintain the breadth and depth of the LPO’s activities, as well as supporting the
Orchestra both on and off the concert platform.
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Sound Futures donors

We are grateful to the following donors for their generous contributions to our Sound Futures campaign.

Thanks to their support, we successfully raised £1 million by 30 April 2015 which has now been matched

pound for pound by Arts Council England through a Catalyst Endowment grant. This has enabled us to create

a £2 million endowment fund supporting special artistic projects, creative programming and education work with
key venue partners including our Southbank Centre home. Supporters listed below donated £500 or over.

For a full list of those who have given to this campaign please visit Ipo.org.uk/soundfutures.

Masur Circle

Arts Council England
Dunard Fund

Victoria Robey OBE
Emmanuel & Barrie Roman
The Underwood Trust

Welser-Most Circle

William & Alex de Winton

John Ireland Charitable Trust
The Tsukanov Family Foundation
Neil Westreich

Tennstedt Circle

Valentina & Dmitry Aksenov
Richard Buxton

The Candide Trust

Michael & Elena Kroupeev
Kirby Laing Foundation

Mr & Mrs Makharinsky
Alexey & Anastasia Reznikovich
Sir Simon Robey

Bianca & Stuart Roden
Simon & Vero Turner

The late Mr K Twyman

Solti Patrons

Ageas

John & Manon Antoniazzi

Gabor Beyer, through BTO
Management Consulting AG

Jon Claydon

Mrs Mina Goodman & Miss Suzanne

Goodman

Roddy & April Gow

The Jeniffer & Jonathan Harris
Charitable Trust

Mr James R.D. Korner

Christoph Ladanyi & Dr Sophia
Ladanyi-Czernin

Robert Markwick & Kasia Robinski

The Maurice Marks Charitable Trust

Mr Paris Natar

The Rothschild Foundation
Tom & Phillis Sharpe

The Viney Family

Haitink Patrons

Mark & Elizabeth Adams

Dr Christopher Aldren

Mrs Pauline Baumgartner

Lady Jane Berrill

Mr Frederick Brittenden

David & Yi Yao Buckley

Mr Clive Butler

Gill & Garf Collins

Mr John H Cook

Mr Alistair Corbett

Bruno De Kegel

Georgy Djaparidze

David Ellen

Christopher Fraser OBE

David & Victoria Graham Fuller

Goldman Sachs International

Mr Gavin Graham

Moya Greene

Mrs Dorothy Hambleton

Tony & Susie Hayes

Malcolm Herring

Catherine Hagel & Ben Mardle

Mrs Philip Kan

Rehmet Kassim-Lakha de Morixe

Rose & Dudley Leigh

Lady Roslyn Marion Lyons

Miss Jeanette Martin

Duncan Matthews KC

Diana & Allan Morgenthau
Charitable Trust

Dr Karen Morton

Mr Roger Phillimore

Ruth Rattenbury

The Reed Foundation

The Rind Foundation

Sir Bernard Rix

David Ross & Line Forestier

(Canada)
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Carolina & Martin Schwab
Dr Brian Smith

Lady Valerie Solti

Mr & Mrs G Stein

Dr Peter Stephenson
Miss Anne Stoddart

TFS Loans Limited
Marina Vaizey

Jenny Watson

Guy & Utti Whittaker

Pritchard Donors

Ralph & Elizabeth Aldwinckle

Mrs Arlene Beare

Mr Patrick & Mrs Joan Benner

Mr Conrad Blakey

Dr Anthony Buckland

Paul Collins

Alastair Crawford

Mr Derek B. Gray

Mr Roger Greenwood

The HA.SH Foundation

Darren & Jennifer Holmes

Honeymead Arts Trust

Mr Geoffrey Kirkham

Drs Frank & Gek Lim

Peter Mace

Mr & Mrs David Malpas

Dr David McGibney

Michael & Patricia McLaren-Turner

Mr & Mrs Andrew Neill

Mr Christopher Querée

The Rosalyn & Nicholas Springer
Charitable Trust

Timothy Walker CBE AM

Christopher Williams

Peter Wilson Smith

Mr Anthony Yolland

and all other donors who wish to
remain anonymous
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L.ondon Philharmonic Orchestra Administration

Board of Directors

Dr Catherine C. Hagel Chair
Nigel Boardman Vice-Chair
Mark Vines* President

Kate Birchall* Vice-President
Emily Benn

David Buckley

David Burke

Simon Burke

Simon Carrington*

Michelle Crowe Hernandez
Deborah Dolce

Simon Estell*

Jesus Herrera

Tanya Joseph

Minn Majoe*

Tania Mazzetti*

Jamie Njoku-Goodwin OBE
Neil Westreich

David Whitehouse*

*Player-Director

Advisory Council
Roger Barron Chairman
Christopher Aldren
Kate Birchall

Amna Boheim

Richard Brass

Helen Brocklebank
YolanDa Brown OBE
David Burke

Simon Callow CBE
Desmond Cecil CMG
Jane Coulson

Andrew Davenport
Guillaume Descottes
Cameron Doley

Lena Fankhauser
Christopher Fraser OBE
Jenny Goldie-Scot
Jonathan Harris CBE FRICS
Nick Hely-Hutchinson DL
Jesus Herrera

Dr Catherine C. Hagel
Martin Hohmann
Jamie Korner OBE
Andrew Neill

Nadya Powell

Sir Bernard Rix

Victoria Robey CBE
Baroness Shackleton
Thomas Sharpe KC
Julian Simmonds
Daisuke Tsuchiya

Mark Vines

Chris Viney

Laurence Watt
Elizabeth Winter

New Generation Board
Ellie Ajao

Peter De Souza

Vivek Haria

Rianna Henriques

Zerlina Vulliamy

General Administration

Jesus Herrera
Artistic Director

David Burke

Chief Executive

Alicia Downie

PA to the Executive & Office
Manager

Concert Management

Roanna Gibson
Concerts & Planning Director

Graham Wood
Concerts & Recordings
Manager

Aimee Walton

Tours Manager

Madeleine Ridout
Glyndebourne & Projects
Manager

Alison Jones

Concerts & Artists
Co-ordinator

Alice Drury

Tours & Projects Assistant
Matthew Freeman
Recordings Consultant
Andrew Chenery

Orchestra Personnel Manager
Helen Phipps

Orchestra & Auditions
Manager

Sarah Thomas

Martin Sargeson

Librarians

Laura Kitson

Stage & Operations Manager
Stephen O’Flaherty

Deputy Operations Manager

Benjamin Wakley
Deputy Stage Manager
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Finance

Frances Slack
Finance Director

Dayse Guilherme
Finance Manager

Jean-Paul Ramotar
IT Manager & Finance Officer

Education &
Community

Talia Lash
Education & Community
Director

Eleanor Jones

Lowri Thomas
Education & Community
Project Managers

Ellie Leon
Education & Community
Co-ordinator

Claudia Clarkson
Regional Partnerships
Manager

Development
Laura Willis

Development Director
(maternity leave)

Olivia Highland

Development Director
(maternity cover)

Rosie Morden

Senior Development Manager
Eleanor Conroy

Development Events Manager
Owen Mortimer

Corporate Relations Manager
Anna Quillin

Trusts & Foundations Manager
Holly Eagles

Al Levin

Development Co-ordinators

Nick Jackman

Campaigns & Projects Director
Kirstin Peltonen

Development Associate

Marketing &
Communications

Kath Trout

Marketing & Communications
Director

Sophie Lonergan

Senior Marketing Manager
Georgie Blyth

Press & PR Manager
(maternity leave)

Said Abubakar, WildKat PR
07983 489 888

Press & PR (maternity cover)
Josh Clark

Data, Insights & CRM Manager
Greg Felton

Digital Creative

Alicia Hartley

Digital & Marketing Manager
Maria Ribalaygua

Sales & Ticketing Manager
Rachel Williams

Publications Manager

Isobel Jones
Marketing Co-ordinator

Archives

Philip Stuart
Discographer
Gillian Pole
Recordings Archive

Professional Services

Charles Russell Speechlys
Solicitors

Crowe Clark Whitehill LLP
Auditors

Dr Barry Grimaldi
Honorary Doctor

Mr Chris Aldren
Honorary ENT Surgeon

Mr Simon Owen-Johnstone
Hon. Orthopaedic Surgeon

London Philharmonic
Orchestra

89 Albert Embankment
London SE17TP

Tel: 020 7840 4200

Box Office: 020 7840 4242
Email: admin@Ipo.org.uk
Ipo.org.uk
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